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MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS 
Legislative Council, Temporary Chamber 

HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan) [5.32 pm]:  Mr President, I was very grateful for your indication this 
morning that we would be returning to our proper premises in the other Chamber within two months.  However, 
I am not sure that my knees can survive those two months.  What I proposed earlier - unfortunately you, Mr 
President, were not here to hear my proposal - was a fairly simple and inexpensive solution to the problem.  I 
suggested that we merely move the desk that appeared miraculously - without any will on my part, or, as far as I 
can tell, on the part of any other member - in front of us.  I would like the table in front of me to be removed and 
replaced with something narrower or with two little tables.  I am sure that two little tables can be found 
somewhere in Parliament House.  If not, I would be happy to find them myself and to bring them in.  I 
understand about perspective and focus, and although you, Mr President, might focus on our problem down here, 
you may not have quite the same perspective as those of us who are crammed in behind the desk.  It is only a 
minor flaw, which should be dealt with, in what has otherwise been a great pleasure in being in this temporary 
Chamber.  It is not a complicated or expensive solution.  It is something that we should use as an opportunity to 
test some of these matters before we return to the other Chamber and perhaps expend money on it.  I am loath to 
spend money in the other place to fit it out in a way that we think appropriate when, in fact, we have not used the 
opportunity to try it out in this temporary Chamber.  I suggest that a small investigation take place to determine 
whether we can find two little tables.  I will also look at home in my box room to see if I can find one.  I am sure 
I have a little telephone table that would be perfect.  It is a sturdy telephone table that would allow room for the 
knees.  That might be the best way do deal with the problem.  It would be possible for us to manage that without 
expenditure and it may very well be of great value to us before we spend money in the other place.   

The PRESIDENT:  Thanks again to Hon Peter Foss for his timely offer of assistance to the Chamber in this 
regard.   

Broometime Lodge, Dialysis Patients 

HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [5.34 pm]:  I rise to voice my concern about an inequitable 
incident that has taken place in Broome over the past 18 months.  To date, this problem still remains unresolved 
due to a case of continual blindness by one of our government departments as to the root causes of its inception 
and its ongoing ramifications.  The situation arose because of an unpardonably arrogant attitude by the 
Government in purchasing the Broometime Lodge, for the purpose of accommodating patients receiving dialysis 
treatment at the Kimberley dialysis centre, prior to seeking approval from the Broome Shire Council to have the 
area rezoned.  Furthermore, it has shown total disregard for the moral implications and obligations to the local 
residents living either side of these premises.  I emphasise that I am not opposed to the establishment of a 
Kimberley dialysis centre; in fact, far from it.  A facility such as this has been long overdue.  I even venture to 
congratulate the Government on this initiative.  However, that is not to say that I concur with the Government on 
the entire issue.  I believe the local residents of the area have plausible and well-founded concerns that deserve 
the highest consideration and should have been afforded decent, common courtesy by being informed of the 
Government’s intention prior to its kamikaze attitude in taking control of these premises.  I will not attempt to 
summarise the entire turn of events.  Suffice it to say that in this case the Minister for Housing and Works in his 
ministerial capacity at the time displayed signs of boredom by a lack of interest and overlooking the wishes and 
justifiable concerns of the local residents.  In the turn of events in the past few weeks I may have been right in 
my assumptions that, together with other similar situations in this area of concern, he has lacked overall focus.   

I wonder whether it occurred to the minister at the time that problems would be associated with this 
development.  Given the outcome, obviously it did not.  The situation now is that an immediate neighbour has 
requested a decent dividing fence so that he may be able to at least regain some of the privacy that he originally 
enjoyed prior to the sale of the Broometime Lodge property.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  The property was a backpacker operation, so I wonder whether you could explain the 
privacy that the neighbour had when it was a backpacker operation. 

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  If the  minister had viewed the building - 

Hon Nick Griffiths:  I have. 

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  If the minister had taken the time to walk on the verandah of the neighbouring property 
and to see the intended development of the Broometime Lodge, he would be aware of the invasion of privacy 
that will occur in that place.  In fact, his Government went ahead and purchased that property against the wishes 
of the shire.  The shire, in fact, recently opposed strongly the Government’s proposal for the building.  The only 
concession that I would grant the Government is that the minister succumbed to an on-site meeting in an attempt 
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to solve some of the escalating problems that had arisen with the site.  However, there appears to be a flawed 
quality in the communications between the minister and his department. 

Hon Nick Griffiths:  There seems to be a flaw in the communication that you are getting.  Will you answer the 
question on what the privacy problem was when the backpacker lodge was located next to the neighbour?  Did 
the neighbour have a privacy problem with the backpackers? 

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  Yes, to a certain extent, but not to the extent now that trees have been removed. 

Hon Nick Griffiths:  How many trees? 

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  One major big tree was removed. 

Hon Nick Griffiths:  One tree? 

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  Absolutely!  The Government cannot get away from the fact that it just bullied its way 
into buying the land.  It was against the shire’s wishes and totally against the wishes of the local residents, but it 
has been put in a place - 

Hon Nick Griffiths:  The local residents or a neighbour? 

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  The local residents.  One resident in particular has been affected and as an adjoining 
neighbour that resident has the right to have his privacy restored.  The minister cannot deny that the residents 
have been denied the courtesy of being kept informed of the Department of Housing’s intention to rectify any 
associated problems.  Surely, given the time involved, due consideration could have been afforded to these 
people by appeasing their anguish over a situation about which they were never fully informed right from the 
beginning.  

Hon Nick Griffiths:  Have you seen the site where the tree was removed? 

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  Yes, I have. 

Hon Nick Griffiths:  How far away from the neighbour was it? 

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  I am fully aware of the total situation there; I have walked around all the boundaries.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  As you are fully aware, what sort of fence is this neighbour seeking?   

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  A masonry fence.  I do not have the exact regulation, but it fits in correctly with the 
requirements.  I do not think the owner is asking for anything over and above what would be the usual courtesy.  
Given that the accommodation facility was purchased for $825 000 and given that the owner spent an additional 
$95 000 to bring the facility into operation, one would think the Government would at least endeavour to cater 
for the needs of the immediate neighbours by making every attempt to restore the privacy that they once enjoyed.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  The privacy they once enjoyed from backpackers as distinct from the so-called - 

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  If the minister saw the figures for the number of backpackers who stayed there, he would 
see that there will probably be many more visitors to the new place.  The neighbours must endure a devaluation 
of their property unless something occurs.  I understand that the Department of Housing and Works reneged on 
an agreement to build a masonry wall.  No matter what the minister says, he cannot avoid the fact that the 
previous minister treated these people abominably.   

Hon Peter Foss:  The previous minister?   

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  Yes.  It is pretty hard to know what is happening in the lotto draw on the other side of 
the Chamber.  It is hard to follow whose numbers have come up and who in this Government represents whom.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  You take at face value everything that a constituent puts to you.   

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  I listen to my constituents, unlike the minister and this Government, which has tried to 
bully this constituent over this issue, and which tries to push the shire into doing something against the 
regulations.  Any way one looks at it, the Government has treated this matter in an absolutely shocking manner.  
It has totally disregarded the residents of the area and now the minister is trying to squib out of a commitment 
that the Government gave to build a masonry wall.  Will the minister do it or not?  The minister should answer 
the question.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  When was this commitment verbally given, and who gave it?   

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  It was given by the previous minister in front of other people.  He said he would look at 
the situation and put in a masonry wall.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  When was the commitment given?   
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Hon JOHN FISCHER:  I do not have the exact date, but I can supply it.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  Please provide the particulars of what you allege.   

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  Hold on, minister, I have the floor.  Will the Government build a masonry wall for these 
people or not, or will the Government continue its bullying attitude?   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  You do not know who it was or who was present.  You are just talking through your hat.   

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  I know a damned sight more about it than the minister.  What is more, I look after the 
concerns of the constituents who are worried about it.  The minister is a disgrace.  He is carrying on a mode of 
conduct that was set by the previous minister, which is absolutely despicable.  The minister has demonstrated 
that he has no concern at all for the people who live there.  At least he has nailed his colours to the mast.  It is 
extremely fortunate that they will be lowered in a year or two.  I was going to ask Hon Nick Griffiths to take 
notice of Lindsay and George Swan’s predicament and ask whether he could fix this problem in his new role as 
the Minister for Housing and Works.  However, he obviously does not think there is a problem.   

Legislative Council, Temporary Chamber 

HON BRUCE DONALDSON (Agricultural) [5.43 pm]:  In some ways it is unfortunate that we must move 
back into the old Chamber.  A number of factors have contributed to the benefits of operating in this temporary 
Chamber.  The changing of the sitting hours has had a lot to do with that.  Members have operated in a less 
adversarial mood -  

Hon Nick Griffiths:  For the most part!   

Hon BRUCE DONALDSON:  I will give the reasons for the benefits of operating in this Chamber.  A less 
adversarial mood exists when debating legislation, irrespective of the nature of the Bills that have been 
discussed.  In the other Chamber, I believe that voices would have been raised, and strong words would have 
gone backwards and forwards across the Chamber.  A number of us have been talking about this to find out why.  
We have also had discussions with the staff.  The things that people mentioned were not only the change in the 
sitting hours but also the fact that there are windows and natural light in this Chamber.  Since we have been back 
this week, I am sure the President has been trying to get us used to the original Chamber, which we will move 
back to in a couple of months, by keeping the blinds down.  Today, as the day wore on, I noticed that, because of 
that, the adversarial attitude started to creep back in.  I believe it would be appropriate if we could have a bit of 
light in this Chamber.   

The President has been looking for suggestions and ideas.  I know that it would not go down too well with the 
Heritage Council, but I wonder whether we should not put a couple of skylights in the old Chamber so that we 
would have some natural light. 

Hon Peter Foss:  I think the Heritage Council would have something to say about that. 

Hon BRUCE DONALDSON:  That is the problem.  However, the sun is heritage; it has been around for a long 
time, and we should let it in.  Although I jest in that sense, I must say that it has been a different atmosphere in 
this temporary Chamber.  I am sure that it has been a lot easier for the President and the Deputy Presidents who 
occupy the presidential seat in this House at times to control the House.  However, I noted today that, with the 
blinds down, we were back into the old swing of things.  I know that Hon Peter Foss wants tables and everything 
else removed.  While it has been a bit squeezed in here, maybe it is like being at a cocktail party.  If 120 people 
can be packed into a room and they are all crowded together, they seem to enjoy themselves.  If 60 people are 
put into the same room, they are bored to tears. 

Hon Peter Foss:  All I want is room for my knees! 

Hon BRUCE DONALDSON:  I thought I would bring some light-hearted comment into the proceedings.  I do 
not know whether I am allowed to walk around and pull up the blinds.  However, in case I get told off, I should 
say that a bit of light as the sun shifts would be appropriate. 

Hon Peter Foss:  Hear, hear! 

The PRESIDENT:  Members, in indicating that the House stands adjourned, I say to the opposition Whip that he 
might try his hand. 

House adjourned at 5.47 pm 

__________ 
 


